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From the Desk of the Supervisor 
Peter Ingalsbe 

 

Holiday Greetings from all our employees to you and 
your family. This is the last newsletter of the year and there 

is a good amount of information provided by all our 
departments. The Town Board passed the 2026 Town budget 

at our October 28th meeting. The details were mentioned in 
the September newsletter. We also publish the budget 

including past years on our town website. You can now find 

our five-year Capital Plan for major projects there and once 
the Highway Superintendent provides the 284 agreement 

which will be approved by the Town Board this will also be 
listed on our website. (Go to Departments, find town links, 

then budgets)  

The November elections have brought about changes 

throughout Ontario County and most notably here in 
Farmington. Councilman Holtz (16 years) and Councilman 

Casale (20 years) will serve their last Town Board meeting on 

December 23rd. I thank them both for their dedication, 
knowledge and steadfast approach to do what is right for all 

residents of Farmington. If you see them about town, please 
thank them for their time spent doing the people’s business. 

Congratulations to newly elected town board members, 
residents Matt Guilfoil and Aubrae Lamparella. They will 

begin their term of office starting with our 1st meeting on 

January 13th, 2026. We wish Tim Ford well in his retirement 
having spent over 34 years in highway with the last 3 ½ 

years as your Highway Superintendent. Please welcome Sean 

Murphy elected as your new highway superintendent.  

Town Clerk Michelle Finley and I were also re-elected in 
November. All terms are for three years because of the new 

even year law approved in NYS. The next election cycle will 

then revert to four-year terms.  

Communicating with you: In addition to our four 

newsletters to residents we also provide a ZOOM link to listen 
to our live Town Board, Planning Board and Zoning Board of 

Appeals meetings. If you cannot attend in public or online, 
we also post the meetings on the Farmington U-Tube for 

viewing later. We also have a Town Facebook page, and you 
can sign up for email notices in the lower left corner of the 

town website.  

We would like to thank Donna Herendeen for 13 years of 

service as she has announced her retirement effective April 

30, 2026. Anyone interested can send their resumes to Marcy 

Daniels at mdaniels@farmingtonny.org. 

Stay informed and be prepared! ⚠️ Did you know there 

are multiple ways to stay alerted about important updates? 

👉 GOOGLE PLAY: 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details... 🚓 Stay 

connected with the Ontario County Sheriff'S App for safety 

alerts and community updates: 👉 

https://apps.myocv.com/share/a98314424 📢 Sign up for 

Ontario County’s HyperReach Emergency Alerts to receive 

calls, texts, or emails during emergencies: 👉 

ontariocountyny.gov/hyper Staying connected means staying 

safe — make sure you’re signed up for all three today! 

As always, my office door is always open for questions that 

you might have. Phone 315-986-8100 ext. 2 or email 

pingalsbe@farmingtonny.org  

 

From the Desk of the Town 
Clerk 
Michelle Finley 

Wishing you and your families a wonderful holiday season!  
As always, the Clerk’s office is open to welcome new 

residents and serve our Farmington community.  Sarah 

Cerniglia, Tina Murphy and I will greet you with a warm 

smile.  Stop by and say hello! 

2026 TOWN AND COUNTY TAXES 

Ontario County has contracted with a new vendor for the 

creation, printing, and mailing of the tax bills; therefore, the 
bill format will look different than in previous years.  Tax bills 

will be mailed out the last week in December and due in 
January without penalty.  Installment options will also be 

available as in previous years.   

Helpful Tips 

• Payments will not be accepted prior to January 1, 
2026. 

• If you are using an online banking service to pay 

your bills, please read your agreement as the bank 
may not mail your payment for up to seven days 

after withdrawing the money from your account 

which could cause your tax payment to arrive after 
the penalty free period ending January 31.  

• Your tax payment must be made for the exact 

amount. Checks will be returned for correction and 
resubmission if it is written for the wrong amount, is 

not signed, not dated correctly, or the written 
amount does not match the numerical amount.   

• The United States Postal Service postmark (not a 

postage meter mark) is used as the payment date 

(RPTL §925). If there is no postmark, the date the 
payment is received will be used as the payment 

date. To make sure your envelope is post-marked on 
/ before January 31, take your envelope into the 

Post Office and ask them to hand-post-mark your 

envelope.  

• Please contact the office if you are no longer in 
escrow to have the bill sent to you.  

 
 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps&data=05%7C02%7Cmdaniels%40farmingtonny.org%7C07bc38b7fe5044a41e2208de1e42d110%7C338e4adeecf04e268f7ec338b2954215%7C0%7C0%7C638981469472807418%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fF1GAm0J40S%2BcghXFNyKjVD66MYaQM27L3skUlS6JCQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.myocv.com%2Fshare%2Fa98314424&data=05%7C02%7Cmdaniels%40farmingtonny.org%7C07bc38b7fe5044a41e2208de1e42d110%7C338e4adeecf04e268f7ec338b2954215%7C0%7C0%7C638981469472831121%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2PGJSSK%2FXZVzNmW6VofHjusNyEbDUR%2BxSmm8jwz8ZfE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fontariocountyny.gov%2Fhyper&data=05%7C02%7Cmdaniels%40farmingtonny.org%7C07bc38b7fe5044a41e2208de1e42d110%7C338e4adeecf04e268f7ec338b2954215%7C0%7C0%7C638981469472854159%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Pp01Dnmb5C2fZfJLsGH0GVfWUMPsa97bAI2zkbYiuLg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:pingalsbe@farmingtonny.org
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Payment Options 
 

• Check, cash, money order, bank check, or credit / 

debit card. If using a credit / debit card, the 
processing fee is 2.85% plus a $0.40 per 

transaction. The link to pay online can be found on 
the Town’s website and on your tax bill. 

• Two (2) Installment Payments: The first installment 

must be paid by 4:00 p.m., Monday, February 2, 

2026.  The second installment can be paid in 

February with a 1% penalty or March with a 2% 

penalty. 

Any tax bill not paid in full on / before 4:00 p.m., 
Tuesday, March 31, 2026, will be forwarded to the 

Ontario County Treasurer’s Office. 

 
 
ONTARIO COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH 2026 RABIES 
PREVENTION CLINICS: 

 
February 21st   9:00 a.m. – Noon 

2962 County Road 48 
Canandaigua 

 
April 25th   9:00 a.m. – Noon 

2962 County Road 48 

Canandaigua 
 

June 6th   9:00 a.m. – Noon 
2962 County Road 48 

Canandaigua 
 

September 12th  9:00 a.m. – Noon 

2962 County Road 48 
Canandaigua 

 
October 24th   9:00 a.m. – Noon 

2962 County Road 48 
Canandaigua 

 
December 5th   9:00 a.m. – Noon 

2962 County Road 48 

Canandaigua 
 

Clinics are free but donations are appreciated.  Animals must 
be healthy and at least 3 months old.  Pets must be on a 

leash or in a carrier, one pet per carrier.  No more than four 
pets per person.  Please bring your animals past rabies 

certificate, if any. Preregister at 
https://www.ontariocountyny.gov/rabiesclinic. Any questions 

should be directed to Ontario County Public Health at 585-
396-4343. 

 

 

Planning & Development 
Ronald Brand, Director of Development 

Wood Drive Bridge Replacement Project…  the final 

design revisions are underway for the replacement of the 
Wood Drive Bridge, which are scheduled to be completed in 

early December 2025.  Then final design approvals by State 
and County Transportation Agencies will be scheduled for 

January 2026, along with authorizing the advertising for bids 

in February and the formal bid opening in March.  A contract 
is scheduled to be awarded in the Spring, and construction 

will then proceed with project completion in the Fall of 2026.  
Below is the concept drawing of this new two-lane bridge 

with pedestrian walkway. 

 

Fairdale Meadows Subdivision Project… the Town 
Planning Board has just received an application for a 

proposed 41 lot subdivision of land located along the north 

side of State Route 96, east of Glen Carlyn Drive and Fairdale 
Glen.  The preliminary site drawing, for 40 single-family 

dwelling lots, is shown below.  The Planning Board will be 
conducting a public hearing upon this application at their 

meeting on Wednesday, January 7, 2026.   

 

Farmington Volunteer Fire Department, Station 2 

Project… You may have noticed the new banner is on 
display depicting the building elevation drawing for a new fire 

station facility that is being designed as additions to the 

Farmington Volunteer Fire Association’s Station #2 Building, 
1225 Hook Road, and on the land located at the northeast 

corner of State Route 96 and Hook Road.  The existing fire 
station is over 50 years old and is in need of major 

improvements to comply with federal and state safety 
regulations and emergency service facility standards that 

have been enacted over the years.  The proposed 
improvements will increase the building size from 5.030 

square feet to 18,310 square feet in total building area.  The 

improvements include a four bay pull-through garage to 
accommodate the larger fire trucks, a dedicated 

decontamination area for firefighters and their equipment, 
offices for the command officers and fire dispatcher, 

expanded kitchen and dining areas, an expanded social room 

https://www.ontariocountyny.gov/rabiesclinic


Page 3 www.townoffarmingtonny.com  December 2025 

for the firefighters, four bunk rooms for overnight stays, new 
restrooms and shower rooms, and a large community room 

for use by the Association and the public, both in times of 

prolonged emergency events and for social functions.  

 

Farmington Meadows Incentive Zoning Project… Last 
fall, the Town Board approved a rezoning application for the 

former Glacier Lakes Water Park Planned Development site.  
That rezoning was conditioned upon the applicant receiving 

overall Preliminary Subdivision Plat Map and Preliminary Site 

Plan Approvals from the Town Planning Board before the 
Town Clerk could amend the Town’s Official Zoning Map.  

The previous applicant did not proceed with the overall plans 
and earlier this year notified the Town that he would not be 

proceeding with their concept plans.   

Earlier this year Jeff Cook, Cook Properties, LLC, approached 

the Town Board with an application for incentive rezoning of 
the former water park site.  After a number of changes to 

their original overall concept plan, the Town Board, at their 

meeting on Wednesday, November 12, 2025, agreed-to 
proceed with the formal rezoning process and has scheduled 

a public hearing [December 23, 2025] to consider the 
rezoning of two parcels of land [approximately 66 acres] to 

incentive zoning for the project now known as the 
“Farmington Meadows Incentive Zoning Project.”  Below is 

the overall concept plan now under consideration.  This 
concept plan continues to be displayed in the main foyer at 

the Town Hall.  Should the Town Board decide to approve 

the requested rezoning application, their resolution will 
require the Planning Board’s approval of the Overall 

Preliminary Subdivision Plat Map and Preliminary Site Plans 
for the project.  Once that occurs and the documents are 

filed with the Town Clerk, then the Official Zoning Map may 
be amended changing the PD Planned Development 

designation to IZ Incentive Zoning for the “Farmington 

Meadows Incentive Zoning Project.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Brickyard Road Water Storage Tank Project… The 
filling of the 2-million-gallon water storage tank has now 

been completed, tested and accepted by the New York State 
Department of Health, allowing for the tank to come on-line 

in early December providing water service to the 
Canandaigua/Farmington Consolidated Water District.  Below 

is a photo of the new tank. 

 

Town Operations Reports… Finally, I remind everyone 

that every Town Board Meeting there is a report posted on 
the Town’s Website listing the resolutions being acted upon 

at a meeting and updates on the projects under review and 

construction.  Please keep informed by visiting the Town’s 
website www.townoffarmingtonny.com .  Have a safe Holiday 

Season! 

Recreation News 

         Town of Farmington Christmas Party with Santa 

        Friday, December 5 from 6 – 7:30 p.m. 

Residents are invited to attend and enjoy an evening of 

seasonal activities and community celebration. We look 

forward to celebrating the season with you and your family! 

Looking ahead to 2026, the Town’s Easter Egg Hunt is 
scheduled for March 28, 2026. Recreation Program sign-ups 

will take place from May 11 through May 13, 2026, with the 

summer recreation program running from June 29 through 

August 7, 2026. 
In addition, the Recreation Advisory Committee meets on the 
second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at The Lodge at 

Mertensia. Community members are encouraged to 
participate and stay engaged in upcoming town events and 

programs. farmingtonrecreation@gmail.com 

 

http://www.townoffarmingtonny.com/
mailto:farmingtonrecreation@gmail.com
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Building Department 
Cadin Lloyd, Code Enforcement Officer  

Hello Farmington Residents!  It’s the most wonderful time of 

the year…. winter! Although we have not seen a lot of that 

white stuff yet, we all know that it is right around the corner.   

Eventually we will see snow and when we do to keep a 3- foot 
radius in all directions clear around Fire Hydrants, to perform 

regular inspections and cleaning of all chimneys, and keep all 
vents/exhausts clean and clear for proper ventilation and 

prevent Carbon Monoxide exposure. Carbon Monoxide is 
colorless and odorless and can be fatal in prolonged exposure. 

This leads to my final point of checking all Smoke and Carbon 
Monoxide Detectors and verify they are within the 10-year 

expiration, and functional. As always, please reach out to me 

with any fire safety questions or concerns. 

A reminder that parking over sidewalks is against the Town 

Code. Please do not park your vehicles on the sidewalk or in 
your driveway covering a portion of the sidewalk. Doing so can 

cause safety concerns for pedestrians and make sidewalk 

snow clearing operations increasingly difficult.   

As the winter arrives, and your projects are nearing 

completion, it is important to arrange for final inspections to 

close out any open building permits on your property to 

receive a Certificate of Compliance/Occupancy. 

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY/COMPLIANCE: Your project is 

not complete until a final inspection has been performed by 

our office and a Certificate of Occupancy or Certificate of 

Compliance has been issued. It is the homeowner’s legal 

responsibility to ensure a building permit has been issued, 

inspections have been performed, and Certificate of 

Occupancy/ Compliance are issued prior to the building 

permits expiration.  

The Ontario-Wayne Stormwater Coalition (OWSC) would like 

to give you some tips for reducing pollutions this winter: 

1. Shovel as soon as possible after a snowstorm. As a 

result, less ice will form, and you won’t need to use 

as much salt or de-ice. 

2. Use safe and effective alternatives to salt.  

Remember that salt is not effective below 15 

degrees Fahrenheit. Sand or kitty litter will give you 

traction when it’s too cold for salt. 

3. Plant native species, that are salt tolerant, near 

paved areas. Not only will these species be able to 

survive despite the road salt, but they will also act as 

a protective buffer for local waterways. 

4. Make sure the storm drains closest to your property 

are clear of snow and other debris. Do not shovel 

snow into storm drains since they empty directly into 

local creeks.  

Finally, I hope everyone has a safe and healthy holiday 

season and a Merry Christmas. (315) 986-8100 option 3. 

 

From the Assessor’s Office 
Donna LaPlant 

Hello Farmington and Happy Holidays! 

Exemption renewal applications have been sent out to all 

property owners who need to renew their exemption on an 
annual basis. Please make sure to return the renewal by 

March 1st, 2026 or you will not be able to receive the 

exemption on the 2026 assessment roll. 

In this newsletter, as well as the next one, I will be 
discussing some frequently asked questions that our office 

receives regarding property taxes, assessing and market 

value.  

In New York State, the real property tax is a tax based on 

the value of real property. Counties, cities, towns, villages, 
school districts as well as special districts (water, sewer, fire 

etc.) each raise money to operate through real property tax.  
The money funds schools, pays for police and fire protection, 

maintains roadways and funds other municipal services 
enjoyed by residents. Some states have a personal property 

tax (a tax on personal items such as cars and jewelry) that 

New York does not have. 

Every single parcel in a municipality, no matter how big or 

how small, is assessed. Real property is defined as land and 
any permanent structures attached to it. Some examples of 

real property are houses, office buildings, vacant land, 
racetracks, cell towers, farms and mobile homes.  Although 

all real property in the town is assessed, not all of it is 
taxable. For example, property owned by governments or 

religious organizations may be completely exempt from 

paying property taxes.   

A property’s assessment is based on its market value.  

Market value is how much a property would sell for in an 
arm’s length transaction (willing buyer and willing seller 

offered on the open market). There are three approaches 
assessors and appraisers use to arrive at market value. They 

are the sales comparison approach, the cost approach and 
the income approach. Typically homes and vacant land are 

assessed using the sales comparison approach. Sales using 

this approach are arm’s length (not relative sales or 
foreclosures). Although used infrequently, another approach 

that can be used to arrive at market value is the cost 
approach. This approach values the property based on the 

current cost of materials and labor required to replace the 
structure. Lastly, the most common approach used to assess 

income producing properties such as warehouses, office 
buildings, restaurants, apartments etc. is the income 

approach. What is the potential of that building to produce 

rental income for its owners. After a property’s total 
assessment is determined, its taxable assessed value (TAV) is 

computed. This is the assessed value minus any applicable 
property tax exemptions that the owner has applied for and 

has been granted.  

More information regarding these frequently asked questions 

will be in the next newsletter. As always, don’t hesitate to call 

my office at 315-986-8100 (option 4) or email me at 

dlaplant@farmingtonny.org with any question that you have.   

I hope that you all have a wonderful holiday season and a 

very happy and healthy 2026! 

mailto:dlaplant@farmingtonny.org
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Highway 
Department  
Tim Ford, Highway 
Superintendent 

FALL Projects 

Cranberry Drive water line replacement and road 
construction in the Farmbrook subdivision has been 

substantially completed.  The contractors still need to 
complete the street light wiring and pave the top coat of 

asphalt.  This may or may not get done as the temperature 
may be too cold.  If it doesn’t get done, the contactor will 

return in the spring to complete the paving along with top 

soil and grass seeding of the lawns.  

Pintail Crossing at the intersection of Running Brook Road 

and Redfern Drive; the developer is working on getting the 
dedication to make it a Town Road.  Until the dedication is 

complete this extension will remain a private road.  Once 
dedicated we will be closing the Wood Drive bridge to all 

traffic and you will be able to use the new road.  

HIGHWAY Winter Preparations 

We have now transferred our primary focus to the upcoming 

season with preparedness.  Our trucks have been fitted with 
their plows, wings, and salt spreaders.  Salt has been 

delivered bringing our salt barn to full status.  You can help 
out the Highway Department as we clean roadways and 

maintain safe driving conditions this season by: 

Adjust your driving speed according to the conditions: 

Along with poor visibility and blowing and drifting, our snow 
plow drivers usually move at slower speeds.  Plow trucks 

require more time in intersections to dump, reverse and 

move to the other side of the roadway. 

Plow your drive to the sides, not the road: Piling snow 

from your driveway to the right (as you face the road) will 
help keep the town plows from pushing snow back onto your 

driveway. Snow blowing or plowing from your driveway into 
or across the road is illegal.  Please avoid creating hazards 

for motorists, pedestrians and the plow truck drivers. 

Shovel snow away from your mailbox: Homeowners 

should shovel away the snow from around their mailbox.  Not 

only does this allow mail to be delivered, but provides the 
opportunity for the plow operators to see the mailbox.  

Unfortunately, many mailboxes are damaged by heavy snow 
and ice as it is being removed from the roadway.  Crews are 

aware of the damage that is done to mailboxes by snow 
removal and as many precautions as possible are taken to 

prevent mailbox damage.  

Keep kids away from snowbanks: Do not allow children 

to play in snow adjacent to the road or highway.  And pay 

attention to where students are waiting for the school bus. 

No Parking restriction: Remember motorists that there is 

no parking from November 1st through April 1st along the 
highway, in snow plow turn-arounds and school bus turn-

arounds.  If your vehicle becomes disabled, first notify the 
Sheriff’s Office, then try to remove the vehicle as soon as 

possible.  If the operator fails to follow these mentioned 
steps, the vehicle may get towed at the owner’s expense for 

hampering snow removal. 

For more information on winter operations, please go to the 

Town web site and click on Winter Safety Gram.  

For more information call the Town of Farmington Highway 
Department at 315-986-5540 or visit our website at 

http://farmingtonny.gov/highway_parks for more 
information. Email: tford@farmingtonny.org 

 

Help Keep Our Town Parks Enjoyable for Everyone  
We’re proud to make our parks available for all to enjoy.  Our 
Town employees work hard to maintain these spaces for sports, 
activities, play and gatherings. We appreciate your help in 
keeping parks clean and safe – please remember to carry out or 
properly dispose of waste. Thank you for helping us keep our 
parks ready and welcoming for our whole community! 

 

 

Town Historian 
Donna Herendeen 

Dear Community Readers; 

Writing this article was very difficult for me since April 30, 

2026 will be my last day as your historian. What I share with 
you in this article may quite possibly be my last chance to do 

so. I have struggled with a topic but then I remembered the 
best advice I ever received was to remember that “my job as 

historian was to serve the whole community”. I pray that I 

have done credit to this advice. (If you are reading this “Sir” 

- thank you!) 

What exactly is community? To paraphrase our dictionaries, 
community is a unified body of individuals who are brought 

together because they may share the same boundary area 
and interests. Call me crazy but aren’t ALL residents 

interested in their community no matter how deep their roots 
are or their party affiliation? Do they offer their skills, talents, 

respect and willingness to help make their community a good 

place to live? I believe the answer is a resounding YES for 

the majority!  

Over the last 15 years, YOU, the community and I have 
accomplished many wonderful things. Led by the members of 

the Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Town Committee, we 
built the long overdue Veterans Memorial. A quiet place 

where veterans and their families can visit, stay awhile and 

remember. It is where flags of all military branches and the 
American flag are flown from Memorial Day to Veterans Day 

each year. With YOUR input and support, one of 
Farmington’s historic sites which had been allowed to 

deteriorate, was repurposed into an attractive fully 
functioning bank facility. The Hathaway legend lives on 

because of YOU.  Our historic cemeteries were turned into 
park like sites because YOU understood their intrinsic value 

to Farmington and envisioned a future for them. YOU hold 

the largest Wreaths Across America program in Ontario 
County. YOU make it possible that every veteran buried in 

Farmington is honored with a wreath. YOU understood how 
important it was to help save the old historic Grange building. 

Its purpose is still undecided, but YOU saw its historic value 
for preserving it for our community. YOUR work 

accomplished adding a new historic district to the National 
and NYS Registries of Historic Places because YOU believed 

in the importance of preserving history for our town. YOU 

understood the importance of spending two years on 
transcribing the first 21 years (1796 to 1821) of town 

http://farmingtonny.gov/highway_parks
mailto:tford@farmingtonny.org


Page 6 www.townoffarmingtonny.com  December 2025 

meeting minutes. YOU discovered how patriots of the 
American Revolution created the infrastructure for 

Farmington and Manchester. YOU did the work! Please know 

how much I personally respect and value each of you. 

As I leave my post, my hope for Farmington is that we will 
adopt better cohesiveness between the north and south 

quadrants.    Next year, our Nation will celebrate the 250th 
semi-quintessential anniversary of the Declaration of 

Independence. What does that really mean and how does it 

relate to today’s environment? Quite simply, our town exists 
today because of what was fought and won after that 

document was signed. The document gives us reason to 
reach out a hand.  I have said it before “stable, sustainable 

communities are created by a blending of beliefs and ideas “. 
That means inclusiveness of the whole no matter what the 

roots, party or beliefs one has – every person brings vital and 
valuable skills and talent to the table which can only add 

richness to a community. Let’s celebrate the 250th 

anniversary in the only way we should……open the door to 

the doers and thinkers. 

While recently listening to Bob Dylan chant “times are a’ 
changing” my thoughts turned to a recent historical change 

in our own community. Highlighted by the recent election, 
Farmington can now boast of having the first bipartisan 

board in its history. The answer to how this fits into the 
concept of blended ideas and beliefs is left to the future but 

it sure is one historical fact to share. I personally welcome 

the changing times for our community.  

To anyone who is interested in becoming our next historian, 

the last 100 years (1925 to 2025) of town activity is waiting 
to be documented. Do you like to research, read and write?   

Send a letter of interest to our supervisor and town board.     

Never fear readers, this baby boomer may be hanging up her 

spurs but she is not riding into the sunset. After April, YOU 
will still see me around – quietly volunteering around our 

community and trying to remember what life was like when I 

could run, bend and sleep through the night!   

As always (for now), 

Donna Herendeen farmhistorian@yahoo.com  

 

 Water & Sewer Department 
Aaron Bissell, W&S Superintendent 

Hello Farmington residents and Happy Holidays! Our Water & 

Sewer staff have been busy throughout the Town at our 
facilities conducting various operations and maintenance 

tasks to prepare for the cold Winter months ahead. 
Maintenance on emergency generators and heating systems, 

setting driveway stakes & plow markers and preparing our 

plowing/salting equipment for snow have been top priority. 
We have also had a number of watermain breaks over the 

last several weeks which have kept our field crew quite busy. 
You’ll become tired of hearing this continued request but 

nothing is more important to me than the safety of staff. 
When you encounter construction crews working along the 

road, slow down, move over, put your phone down, obey the 

flagger or traffic control devices if present and be alert/aware 

for moving equipment and personnel. Our lives depend on it! 

We are all obviously aware and have fresh in our memories 
the boil water advisory that was instated between November 

4th and 7th here in the Town of Farmington and other local 
water districts.  I would like to use this forum to provide the 

facts of the event, dispel some of the rumors/hearsay and 
provide guidance on how to get and stay informed in the 

event of another occurrence like this. First off, widespread 
boil water notices such as this are very rare events and when 

issued are done so for the sole purpose of protecting public 
health. It is understood that the disruption an event like this 

causes can be confusing, stressful and frustrating but again, 

they are issued to protect you, the public, from potential 

contaminants and illness. 

The following is a synopsis of the events (facts) related to 
the day of the event. The watermain break occurred at 

2:14pm, November 4th on Bristol Street in the City of 
Canandaigua. A 12” cast iron pipe experienced a 6ft long 

blowout of the bottom of the pipe causing the loss of 
approximately 260,000 gallons of drinking water. Notification 

of the break and the potential for it to affect our system was 

received by the Town Water & Sewer Department at 2:16pm 
via phone.  City of Canandaigua personnel were onsite to 

start the repair process and isolated/shutdown the broken 
section of watermain approximately 26 minutes after the 

break occurred. The boil water advisory was issued by the 
New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) at 3:05pm 

due to the total loss of pressure in parts of the City of 
Canandaigua and Canandaigua-Farmington Water District 

distribution systems. City of Canandaigua staff replaced the 

broken section of main and had water turned back on in just 
under 6 hours. Public notification was distributed to 

Canandaigua-Farmington Water District customers between 
3:30 - 3:40pm via the Town website and Town Facebook 

page. A reverse 911 notification for Town of Farmington 
residents was coordinated with the Ontario County Sheriffs 

Office at approximately 3:55pm. Most local news outlets also 
repeated the notifications on their websites, social media 

pages and broadcasts in the same timeframe. 

Now to dispel some of the misinformation that was being 
distributed. There was no advance notice of the break or 

delay in distributing notice to the public as has been alleged 
on social media and by callers to the Town Hall and Water & 

Sewer Office. The water system was not contaminated with 
feces, wastewater or any chemical contaminant due to this 

event.  The most likely potential contaminant was Coliform 
bacteria. Coliform is a large group of bacteria that occur 

throughout the environment. They are common in soil and 

surface water and can even be detected on your skin. Not a 
single one of the dozens of samples collected by the affected 

water districts on 11/5 and 11/6 were found to be positive 
for Coliform bacteria thus the advisory being lifted the 

morning of 11/7. During the boil water advisory the water 
was safe for bathing and the only restricted uses were 

related to the possibility of ingesting the water. An effective 

analogy that one of our office staff came up with related the 
safety for bathing to swimming in Canandaigua Lake. Many, 

including myself, enjoy taking a swim in the lake but do not 
take a gulp of the lake water while swimming; the same 

applies to the tap water during a boil water advisory. Please 
make sure to keep your phone and email address current to 

ensure proper notification. 

The Water & Sewer Office and Town Hall received many calls 

from residents that were understandably concerned, 

confused and upset that they did not receive notification of 

the boil water advisory. During events such as this we make

mailto:farmhistorian@yahoo.com
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a best faith effort to get the word spread in a manner that 
reaches as many of our customers as possible. Please 

understand that placing individual phone calls to the over 
5,000 service connections we have (>15,000 people) is not 

practical nor is it possible. The Water & Sewer Department 
does not have current contact information for a vast number 

of our customers. Updating contact information with 
utility/service providers is the responsibility of the customer 

so please do so if you haven’t already.  Quite a few calls 

were fielded expressing confusion over how the reverse 911 
notification was not received.  Hyper-Reach, Ontario County’s 

reverse 911 emergency notification system, automatically 
includes landlines but requires that residents register their 

mobile phones. This is a quick and simple process that I urge 
all residents to do as it is an important tool allowing quick 

delivery of information during emergency situations. The 
Ontario County website, OntarioSheriffNY App, Town of 

Farmington website and Town of Farmington Facebook page 

have links to direct residents to the Hyper-Reach sign up 

information. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns regarding 
your Town water and sewer service please call us at (585) 

924-3158. All of us at the Town of Farmington Water and 
Sewer Department wish you a Safe and Happy Holiday 

Season! 

Greetings Friends and Neighbors from the Farmington 

Volunteer Fire Association! 

Did you know that as of October 31st, the Farmington 
Volunteer Fire Association has responded to 444 incidents 

this year? That’s more than one call per day — a clear 
sign of the tremendous growth happening in our Town of 

Farmington. 

To understand why this matters, let’s take a quick look back 

at how it all began: 

 

A LOOK BACK AT OUR HISTORY 

 

In early 1946, a massive barn fire on Loomis Road revealed 

a critical gap in emergency services. Victor and Macedon 
Center attempted to respond but were unable to arrive in 

time. Longtime resident Lewie Martz, Sr. described the 

intensity of the fire and how it spread rapidly: 

“I lived right over there… You’ve never seen a house as blue 
as that thing was blue inside when that hit… It must have 

blew because the siding lay all around the barn… If you had 

all the fire trucks in the county setting there it wouldn’t have 
helped, but it helped get Farmington started. That’s when 

everyone began to think that maybe we’d better have 

something.” 

The very next day, local farmers and townspeople met at the 
Martz home and discussed forming a fire company. Meetings 

continued across town, including at the Grange Hall. 

On September 2, 1947, the Farmington Volunteer Fire 
Association was officially organized with 30 charter 

members, serving a town of roughly 1,450 residents. 

Members provided their own basic gear — raincoats, boots, 
gloves, and yellow hard hats. The Fire Association was 

incorporated by New York State on January 22, 1948. That 
year also marked the first Pumpkin Hook Carnival, now 

known as “The Biggest Happnin’ in the Littlest Place!” 

 

GROWTH OF OUR FIRE STATIONS 

 

1949 

• Construction of Station 1, still home to the Pumpkin Hook 

Carnival. 

1962 
• Formation of Company No. 2, then known as South 

Farmington Fire 
• A refurbished steel barn at the south end of Beaver Creek 

Road served as Station 2. 

1975 

• A new, larger Station 2 opened at the corner of Hook 

Road and Route 96 in response to town growth and larger 

fire apparatus. 

 

MOVING FORWARD: A NEW STATION 2 

 

Fast-forward 50 years, and Farmington is experiencing 

exponential growth once again. Modern fire apparatus are 
significantly larger, and firefighters are working in a 

constrained 5,000-square-foot facility that no longer meets 

operational needs. 

Over recent months, we have collaborated closely with the 

Town of Farmington on plans to build a new, expanded 

Station 2 at the existing site. 

The updated facility will include: 

• A community room 

• Proper storage and organization areas 
• Improved ventilation and decontamination spaces 

• Dedicated shower and health facilities for firefighter 

well-being 
• Larger apparatus bays designed for current and future 

equipment 

This project is essential to supporting our growing 

community and ensuring your firefighters can continue to 

serve safely and effectively. 

 

JOIN US OR LEARN MORE 

 

We welcome volunteers and community members interested 

in learning more about what we do. 

Visit www.farmingtonfd.org for details, volunteer 

opportunities, and updates. 

 

http://www.farmingtonfd.org/
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Get Involved in Our Town 

All Town of Farmington board and committee meetings are 
posted on the Town website’s calendar. You can sign up on 

the website to receive email notices, as well. 

If you are interested in becoming a committee or board 

member, please send your resume and letter of interest to: 

Marcy Daniels 

1000 County Road 8 
Farmington, NY 14425 

 

Or via email: mdaniels@farmingtonny.org 

 

Town of Farmington Boards & 
Committees 

Town Board: Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month 

at 7 p.m. Supervisor: Peter Ingalsbe 

Planning Board: Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each 

month at 7 p.m. Chairperson: Ed Hemminger 

Zoning Board of Appeals: Meets the 4th Monday of each 

month at 7 p.m. Chairperson: Tom Yourch 

Conservation Board: Meets the 4th Monday of each month 

at 7:00 p.m. Chairperson: Bryan White 

Agricultural Advisory Committee: Meeting the 3rd 

Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Chairperson: Henry 

Adams III 

Historical Preservation: Meets the 2nd Thursday of each 

month at 6 p.m. Chairperson: Jessica King 

Recreation Advisory Board: Meeting the 2nd Monday of 

each month at 6:30 p.m. at Mertensia Lodge Chairperson: 

Julie LaRue; Recreation Director: Mark Cain 

Meeting dates, times and locations are subject to change. 

Please check with the Town Clerk’s office to confirm. 

 

A beautiful fall picture taken by Sheryl Smith, our Highway 

Admin on Town Cleanup Day! 

 

Memorial Bench at Mertensia Park 

 

Town of Farmington 
1000 County Road #8 

Farmington, NY 14425 
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